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The “photographic” moment

For a moment to be photographic suggests that 
it is different from other moments.  

Robert Capa



The photographic moment:

Changes how we see the world and understand 
ourselves in the world.



The photographic moment:

The experience of the photograph may be 
viewed in two general contexts:

• The making of the image

• The reading of the image



The photographic moment: making of the image

What makes a moment in time photographable? 

• Is it the world coming together 
to form the perfect picture ?

•Is it unique ?

• Is it preservation of the moment ?



The photographic moment: reading of the image

The reading of the image, requires that we see it as 
a object to be experienced and to draw meaning 
from:

• the visual text, is a social construct, built upon 
cultural knowledge

• meaning is the result of shared codes and context

The view “reads” the photograph.



The photographic moment

Making Photographs  ------ Reading 
Photographs

(image makers)                    (viewers)



The photographic moment

Google image search: flatiron building



The photographic moment: Exploring the possible

Brenden Bannon: Somalia Refuggees



The photographic moment: Exploring the possible

Dick Blau



The photographic moment: Image as code



The photographic moment: Image as code



The photographic moment: Image as code

Reading the text, reading the codes

•Historical

•Recognized person

•Gesture

•Use of color

•Clothing

•Shoes/Heels



The photographic moment: Image as code

Reading the text, reading the codes

•Historical

•Recognized persons/Unrecognized

•Gesture

•Use of color/lack of color

•Clothing

•Shoes/Heels



The photographic moment: Maker To Reader

The Contact Sheet



The photographic moment: Maker To Reader

The “contact sheet” becomes a point of 
transition: from photographer to editor

At the point of “click” the photographer made a 
decision – “YES” – click.

Looking at the contact sheet the photographer 
becomes the reader/ the editor

As an editor different criteria are brought into 
play – context -- applying criteria that is 
separate from the moment of “click”

Context of other images, of words, format, other 
readers.



The photographic moment: Maker To Reader



The photographic moment: Maker To Reader



The photographic moment: Brenden Bannon



The photographic moment: Brenden Bannon



The photographic moment: Brenden Bannon



The photographic moment: Brenden Bannon



The photographic moment: Brenden Bannon



The photographic moment: Brenden Bannon



The photographic moment: Brenden Bannon



The photographic moment: Brenden Bannon



The photographic moment: Brenden Bannon



The photographic moment: Looking at Photographs

We never look at images in isolation.

Images are understood, become meaningful:

•First internally, where signs are related to each other, the 
codes are read

•Second, the image is understood in relationship to other 
images and the world outside the frame: external.



The photographic moment: Looking at Photographs

Syntax: refers to the linear experience, the linear flow of 
images over time. 



The photographic moment: Looking at Photographs

. Paradigmatic: refers to the “vertical” relationships.  The 
“class” of things something belongs to.



The photographic moment: Understanding



The photographic moment: Constructing Meaning

Through the study of images we may understand a 
person’s work over time.

Through the photo book, we organize images, the 
passage of time, dancing through the pages, to 
construct and deconstruct meaning for the “self”
and a perceived viewer.

The viewer experiences the book.



The photographic moment: The Book

“Thicker than Water” by Richard 
Blau



The photographic moment: The Book

http://Vasa-Project.eu
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